Dear Friends and Colleagues,
Greetings and blessings for the New Year.
It is with profound sadness that we at the Pacific Disability Forum extend our heartfelt condolences on the passing of Mr. Kanjen Kumtak, a remarkable leader and advocate for persons with disabilities in the Marshall Islands and across the Pacific region. His untimely departure on December 27th, 2024, at Leroij Atama Memorial Hospital in Majuro leaves a significant void in the disability community in the Marshall Islands and across the Pacific.
Mr. Kumtak was not only the Chief Executive Officer of the Marshall Islands Disabled Persons Organisation, but also a passionate voice for those who often went unheard. His unwavering commitment to advocating for the rights and needs of persons with disabilities was evident in every initiative he undertook. He tirelessly raised awareness about critical issues affecting persons with disabilities, ensuring that their concerns were brought to the forefront of discussions at both local and regional levels.
Despite facing multiple disabilities himself, Mr. Kumtak exemplified resilience and courage throughout his life. His ability to confront challenges head-on inspired many within the disability community in the Marshall Islands, across the Pacific, and beyond. He fought valiantly against his prolonged illness in recent years, demonstrating an indomitable spirit that will be remembered by all of us who had the privilege to know him.
As we mourn his loss, we also celebrate his legacy—a legacy built on advocacy, empowerment, and hope for a more inclusive and equitable society. May God grant him eternal rest, and may his family find comfort in knowing that his impact will continue to resonate within our hearts and actions.
We will dearly miss Mr. Kanjen Kumtak more than words can express. Our thoughts are with his family, friends, and all those whose lives he touched during his time with us.
With deepest sympathy,

Sainimili Tawake
Chief Executive Officer
On behalf of the Pacific Disability Forum Family

