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INVITATION
Greetings!

[image: C:\Users\GGrice\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\image.png][image: C:\Users\GGrice\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\image.png]The Governments of Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand, in partnership with the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and the Pacific Disability Forum, have the honour of inviting you to the Pacific Satellite Summit of the Global Disability Summit. The Satellite Summit will be held virtually on 16 February 2022 from 1.00 pm to 4:00pm (Fiji time). 

The Global Disability Summit (GDS) is a once in four-year event to share experiences, ideas, and aspirations for development and humanitarian work that is inclusive of persons with disabilities. Norway, Ghana, and the International Disability Alliance will co-host the 2022 GDS, which will be a virtual event on 16‑17 February (Central European Time). The theme for the 2022 GDS is Promoting Equality: Lasting Change for Persons with Disabilities through Joint Action. 

To enable meaningful global participation, a number of regional ‘satellite summits’ are taking place in the lead-up to the GDS. The Pacific Satellite Summit seeks to elevate the Pacific voice at the GDS, raising awareness of the unique context and experiences of persons with disabilities in the region. It will seek an active and central role for people with disabilities in development and provide an opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to, and mobilise support for, disability inclusion in the Pacific.  

Organisations of persons with disabilities will lead the Pacific Satellite Summit breakout sessions, which will focus on three of the GDS themes:
Theme 1:  Capacity-strengthening of organisations of persons with disabilities in the Global South
Theme 2:  Inclusive Education
Theme 5: Inclusion in situations of crises and conflict, including a focus on climate change
Your representation provides an opportunity to reaffirm commitments to disability inclusion by strengthening partnerships between governments, organisations of persons with disabilities, Council of Regional Organisations of the Pacific (CROP) agencies, and development partners; and mobilise support in the Pacific particularly in the context of the Pacific Framework on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (PFRPD) and the CRPD.

The Co-Hosts invite you to confirm representation at the Pacific Satellite Summit by registering using this link by 11 February 2022.
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