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CCPR and CESCR for Fiji

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) came
into effect in Fiji as of Friday 16th November. The NGO Coalition on Human
Rights welcomes the decision of the State to sign these covenants to strengthen
Fiji’s international accountability in relation to human rights, especially as Fiji
takes its seat on the United Nations Human Rights Council.

By the 70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
which is being commemorated this year, Fiji has ratified all major United Nations
Treaties with the exception of the International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (CMW).

“The NGOCHR has concurred numerous times on the importance of the signing of
ICCPR and ICESCR to Fiji. As the Covenants come into effect, we call for effective
implementation of these international mechanisms that compliment the
implementation of the rights enshrined in the Bill of Rights in our Constitution”
said NGOCHR Chair Nalini Singh.

Ms. Singh emphasized that, “the signing of these covenants should hold State
accountable and transparent in respect to civil and political rights; and
economic, cultural and social rights. The exercise of signing should not be treated
lightly and merely used to champion Fiji’s publicity in the global stage. In
retrospect, it should challenge State to fully implement all facets of human rights
to its fullest. Then only can Fiji demonstrate its true commitment towards
upholding principles of UDHR internationally.”

The Coalition, again, congratulates the State on this positive move and reiterates

the significance of the implementation of the covenants in Fiji.

For further enquiries please contact Communications Officer Maryann Lockington
on 8677330 or e-mail info@fwrm.org.fj
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