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Personal Profile of Candidate Standing for Election to the Board – Female Co-Chair
(Maximum of 700 words)

Full Name: Samantha French
Date and Place of Birth: 

17 September 1965 in Canberra, Australian Capital Territory, Australia
Organisation You Represent, Current Position and Function (5 lines maximum):
I currently hold the position of Senior Policy Officer, Employment and Accessibility at People with Disability Australia (PWDA), a national disability rights and advocacy disabled people’s organisation (DPO). This role involves managing systemic advocacy programs and capacity building projects with DPOs at local, national, regional and international levels and providing high-level policy analysis and advice and sector representation.

Other Relevant Committee or Board Governance Experience (10 lines maximum):
· People with Disability Australia (PWDA) - former Board Member (Vice President)

· Australian Disability and Development Consortium (ADDC) - Executive Committee Member since 2011

· Pacific Disability Forum (PDF) – former Board Member

· PDF Pacific Women with Disabilities Committee – Committee Member since 2009
· PDF Pacific DPO Funds Committee - Elected Committee Member

· Asia Pacific DPO United – Elected Committee Member since 2011 (Vice Chair)

· Australian Pacific Islands Support (APIDS) – former Member
· Australian Centre for Disability Law – Member and former Board Member

· Women with Disability Australia and Blind Citizens Australia - Member

Educational Background (5 lines maximum):
· 1988 - Bachelor of Social Work (Honors), University of Sydney 

· 1993 - Masters Degree in Industrial Relations, University of Sydney 

· 2006 - Certificate IV Workplace Training and Assessment, University of Technology

· 2010 - Certificate in Access Appraisal and Auditing, Institute of Access Auditors Australia  

Any Other Activities Relevant to the Work of the PDF (10 lines maximum):
I have worked in the disability sector for over twenty-five years in Government and NGO sectors in disability policy, education and advocacy and have represented Australians with disability and DPO networks at regional and international human rights forums including: Aust NGO delegate to the United Nations Committee on developing the ‘Convention on Rights of People with Disability CRPD’; Aust NGO delegate to UN ESCAP to develop the CRPD and the ‘Incheon Strategy’; Expert Disability Advisor to the Aust Govt delegation at the Pacific Island Forum (PIF) Disability Ministers Meetings for the development of the‘Pacific Regional Strategy on Disability’; and I have been an active member of the PDF and supported active participation and self-representation of Pacific DPOs since 2009. 
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