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Rogue MP a mystery – Rabuka decides not to pursue parliamentarian
SUVA, 17 JANUARY 2023 (FIJI TIMES) --- Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka says it will be a waste of time and energy to try and find the “disloyal member” of his team who did not support him when a vote was taken in Parliament earlier this year. He was confident, however, that “eventually it’ll show.” 
Speaking to The Fiji Times Monday, he said he would rather leave it to the disloyal member to “self-examine and feel bad about being disloyal”. 
“I do not even know who he is,” Rabuka said. “Because it could have been anybody who is there. 
“When you do the math, two could have come across and one or three, didn’t vote for us. 
“Yeah, if you do the math, it can work so many possibilities and mixtures of figures. “But for us, I believe that we had one that was disloyal. 
“But it would be a waste of time and energy to find out who.” He said he has talked to his team on the power of one vote. 
“Each individual is important. When you find out that you lost one, that’s just one. 
“You had 28 and you work on the 28. The other one will probably have to make their own self-examination and realise and feel bad about being disloyal.” 
Meanwhile, Rabuka believes it would be very difficult to expect a 100 per cent loyalty in the workforce. He said one had to accept that as a fact of life. 
“Well, it’s very difficult but then you have to accept the fact of life,” Rabuka said. 
“According to the Pascal Theory 2080, 80 per cent of the workforce will produce 20 per cent of your output and 20 per cent of your work force will produce 80 per cent. 
“So, you will have to know that there are some riders and drivers.” When asked if he was okay to continue with the riders, he said, “that is nature, that is a world, that is life, Rabuka.... PACNEWS
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PNG looks to extend bilateral ties with India
PORT MORESBY, 17 JANUARY 2023 (THE NATIONAL) --- Prime Minister James Marape says the country is looking forward to extending its bilateral relationship with India. 
“Papua New Guinea has been a friend of India for many years and there are many Indian businesses operating in PNG. We can work towards entrenching it and strengthening it,” he said. 
“India is always welcome in PNG as a leader of the global south.” 
Marape said this in his concluding remarks during the voice of global south summit’s inaugural leaders’ session hosted by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi via zoom conference on Thursday. 
Marape, in noting Modi’s vision of “the world is one family” said: “The world can be a better place if we all see it from the spectrum of all of us being from a family of common ancestry or humanity. 
“From a democracy like PNG, we look up to India as an inspiration of being a biggest democracy. 
“Being a developing nation yourself, being once a colony, of how India has emerged into becoming a global super power in economy, commerce and trade, manufacturing and development, India is certainly an inspiration.” 
Marape said from PNG’s perspective, “we look forward to endorsing the resolutions of this summit.... PACNEWS
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Lepea performs traditional apology to Tuilaepa for actions of overseas-based villagers
APIA, 17 JANUARY 2023 (SAMOA GLOBAL NEWS) --- The high chiefs of Lepea Monday morning performed a traditional apology (ifōga) to former Prime Minister and leader of the Human Rights Protection Party (HRRP) Tuilaepa Dr Sailele Malielegaoi, seeking forgiveness for the actions of two villagers who attacked Tuilaepa last Friday morning. 
Police had launched an investigation into the incident that occured outside the Mulinuu Courthouse, where Samoa’s longest serving Prime Minister was confronted by two overseas-based women as he was trying to get into his car after the special prayer service for the Judiciary and Courts last Friday. 
Witnesses say the women approached the opposition leader as he was trying to get into his car. One of them collared Tuilaepa and held him by the neck in the attack. 
The scuffle that followed damaged Tuilaepa’s red ulafala traditional necklace. 
When police approached had Tuilaepa regarding the incident, he did not want to press charges. 
Although the women are overseas-based Samoans, high chiefs of Lepea village responded swiftly when it was discovered the women’s families are rooted in the village of Lepea. 
The Village Council and High Chiefs of Lepea met in the early hours of Monday morning, and the decision was unanimous that a formal traditional apology had to be performed for the sake of maintaining peace amongst village relations. 
A member of the village, Seiuli Marcus Faumuina posts in a public statement, that their village has been put to shame by two people who have been “tataa” overseas. (Living outside of the village without any contribution to community development). 
Tuilaepa is said to have immediately accepted the ifoga. 
“Thank you Hon Tuilaepa Fatialofa Neioti Aiono Sailele Malielegaoi for accepting our village ifoga. You have shown your true sense of being a Samoan tamalii both in the Culture and in line with Christianity. 
Unsurprisingly the two women have been banished from the village and their families have been fined for the pair’s bad behaviour. 
The Faa-Samoa are a set of cultural practices based on deeply rooted values that have been upheld by the people of Samoa for over 3,000 years. 
It is based on values such as va fealoai (sacred relationships), va nonofo (living together in harmony), faaaloalo (respect between people including a high level of respect for elders) and alofa (love). 
The leader of the Human Rights Protection Party did have a government funded Security Detail assigned to him immediately after he left the Office of the Prime Minister in July 2021, however, that had ceased. 
In 2018 while he was still in Office, Tuilaepa was attacked by an overseas-based Australian Samoan Talalelei Pauga while attending a Samoa Airways event in Brisbane Australia. 
Pauga interrupted a meeting at the St Maximillian Kolbe Catholic Parish in Marsden Brisbane when he uttered abusive words and threw a pigs head towards Tuilaepa. 
In December 2020, Taualai Leiloa was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment for conspiring to murder Tuilaepa. The self-confessed hitman pleaded guilty to being part of a plot to murder Tuilaepa Sailele at the time. 
In his signed confession Taualai says he had received money, a vehicle and a weapon arranged by Australian based Talalelei Pauga, with instructions to gun down Samoa’s then Prime Minister. 
Justice Tafaoimalo Tologata Leilani Warren, in delivering the five-year prison sentence for Taualai Leiloa said, “A conspiracy to murder the Prime Minister of any democratic country in the world is an attack on democracy itself. It cannot and should not be taken lightly.... PACNEWS
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Vanuatu pays last respects to late former MP William
PORT VILA, 17 JANUARY 2023 (VANUATU DAILY POST) --- A state funeral ceremony for the late former Member of Parliament (MP) Gillion William was held Monday at the Vanuatu Parliament house, in Port Vila. 
After the ceremony, the body of the former MP was transported back to his home island Lelepa, where he was laid to rest. Present to pay their respects during the Lying in State programme amongst the family members of the deceased were government officials ranging from Ministers, Leader of Opposition and staff, Attorney General and staff, including former Members of Parliament. 
Present also were the Melanesian Spearhead Group representatives, UN agencies, representatives of other organisations such as; Vanuatu Christian Council, Vanuatu National Youth Council, Malvatumauri Council of chiefs, Port Vila City Council, and the public. 
Late former MP William was a member of the Graon mo Jastis Pati (GJP) who had served as a Member of Parliament in the Efate Rural constituency for two terms – the 10th Legislature and 11th Legislature. 
William had contested in the last snap election; however, the outcome of the election was not in his favour.... PACNEWS
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Japan's govt could delay release of radioactive water into the Pacific
WELLINGTON, 17 JANUARY 2023 (RNZ PACIFIC) --- Japan is potentially revising the timing of a planned release of treated but still radioactive wastewater into the sea to "around spring or summer". 
The plan to discharge waste from the Fukushima nuclear power plant has been vehemently opposed by some Pacific nations, as well as China and South Korea, fishermen, and activists over fears it won't be safe. 
The Pacific Islands Forum Secretary General Henry Puna has indicated Japan could lose its Dialogue Partner status over the lack of information about the dumping plan. 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno told media the government has adopted a revised action plan, which includes enhanced efforts to ensure safety and measures to financially support the local fishing industry and a new release target of "around spring or summer this year." 
The government and the plant operator, Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO), have said that more than 1 million tons of radioactive water needs to be discarded. They said the water is stored in about 1000 tanks at the plant and are hampering the plant's decommissioning and risk leaking in the event of a major earthquake or tsunami. 
Under the current plan, TEPCO will transport the treated water through a pipeline from the tanks to a coastal facility, where it will be diluted with seawater and sent through an undersea tunnel, currently under construction, to an offshore outlet. The company has acknowledged the possibility of rough winter weather and sea conditions delaying the tunnel progress. 
TEPCO President Tomoaki Kobayakawa said that despite the government's new timing for the wastewater release, his company still aims to have the facility ready by the spring. He also acknowledged a lack of local understanding about the release and pledged to continue efforts to ease safety concerns. 
Most of the radioactivity is removed from the water during treatment, but tritium cannot be removed, and low levels of some other radionuclides also remain. The government and TEPCO say the environmental and health impacts will be negligible as the water will be slowly released after further treatment and dilution by large amounts of seawater. 
However, some scientists say the impact of long-term, low-dose exposure to tritium and other radionuclides on the environment and humans is still unknown and the release plan should be delayed. They say tritium affects humans more when it is consumed in fish. 
Japan is cooperating with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to increase the safety, transparency and understanding of the water discharge plan. An IAEA team that visited Japan a number of times for talks and plant inspections last year will visit again later this month to meet with nuclear regulators. It will release a final report before the planned release begins.... PACNEWS
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Tahiti murder suspect applies for France trip
PAPEETE, 17 JANUARY 2023 (RNZ PACIFIC) --- The man accused of murdering French Polynesian journalist Jean-Pascal Couraud, who was widely known as JPK, has asked for permission to travel to France. 
JPK vanished in 1997 in mysterious circumstances. 
Francis Stein has been banned from travelling since 2019 when he and the journalist's partner Miri Tatarata were indicted for the alleged killing of JPK in 1997. 
Stein is the former head of the territory's archive service while Tatarata is the director of French Polynesia's environment service. 
They are both free but under the terms of their judicial control measures, Stein is not allowed to leave French Polynesia. 
Tahiti-infos said as the prosecution is against his travel plans, Stein was now awaiting a reply from the investigative authorities next week. 
The murder charges implicating Stein and Tatarata were laid 22 years after the alleged crime. 
JPK vanished but his body was never found. 
In 2004, an investigation was opened after a former spy claimed that JPK had been abducted and killed by the government's now disbanded GIP militia, which allegedly dumped him at sea. 
Murder charges in 2013 against two members of the GIP were dropped a year later because surreptitiously recorded phone conversations were deemed to be inadmissible. 
However, the two men - Tutu Manate and Tino Mara - still face kidnapping charges. 
It is not known when, or if, any of the murder or kidnapping suspects will have to stand trial. 
The only person to face the court over JPK's disappearance was the spy Vetea Guilloux who made the initial murder claim in 2004. 
For that he was immediately arrested, tried, and sentenced to one year in prison for slander, but within weeks he was set free.... PACNEWS
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New ePhyto project to enhance Tonga’s agricultural trade and biosecurity
NUKU'ALOFA, 17 JANUARY 2023 (PHAMA PLUS) --- Tonga is set to streamline its phytosanitary certification process electronically to better facilitate agricultural trade facilitation and safeguard food security in the region. 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) has rolled out the Generic EPhyto National System (GeNS) in Tonga project which will see a gradual migration over to the digital-based “ePhyto” (short for electronic phytosanitary) certificates which were traditionally paper-based certificates.  
The trade in many plant-based goods require phytosanitary certificates issued by the National Plant Protection Organisation (NPPO) of any exporting country. This indicates that export consignments of plants, plant products or other regulated articles meet specified import requirements. 
To support MAFF’s shift to ePhyto, the Pacific Horticultural and Agricultural Market Access Plus Program (PHAMA Plus) recently handed over digital equipment needed for the issuance of ePhyto through the GeNS portal.  
The equipment included desktop computers, printers, laptop, external hard drives and tablets. The support is part of a collaboration between MAFF and PHAMA Plus, supported by Australia and New Zealand, to successfully implement the GeNS project.  
“The equipment that we are handing over today will guarantee that the ePhyto system will be put into practical use for the benefits the exporters and the farmers in Tonga through improving access, sharing, approving and issuance of an electronic Phytosanitary Certificate.” said Cassie Cohen, the First Secretary of the Australian High Commission to Tonga during the handover event.   
ePhyto enables governments to share phytosanitary data well before a commodity’s arrival. As a result, importing countries save time in determining compliance and can address any biosecurity or documentary issues directly with the exporting authority.  
“The ePhyto system leads to better regulation of plant exports and imports across the Pacific region and provides efficient market access opportunities at a reduced operational cost. This support is a boost to better serving the people of Tonga through the efficient issuance and exchange of phytosanitary certificates between the various competent authorities,” MAFF chief executive officer Dr Viliami Manu said.  
Local exporters have also welcomed the rollout of the ePhyto project, effectively allowing them to obtain phytosanitary certificates from overseas biosecurity authorities quicker and more cost efficient.  
“With ePhyto, we will save a lot of money as we previously relied on sending phytosanitary certificates and documentation via courier as they didn't accept copies, only originals in order to export. This new system will be more secure and cost-effective,” said Fetongimoeata Lasike of SUL Farms Nukunuku.  
PHAMA Plus Country Manager Tevita Lautaha reiterated the program’s focus on supporting efforts that encouraged better access to markets and trade facilitation.  
“We are pleased to support MAFF with the implementation of the ePhyto system to ensure the continuity of trade and improve Tonga’s agricultural trade efficiency by reducing the time and cost of sending paper certificates from country to country,” Lautaha added.  
PHAMA Plus has been working in Tonga since 2011 to maintain and improve existing market access and create new markets by developing the capacity of public and private sectors to meet export market requirements.  
Key development partners working in collaboration to implement ePhyto in the region include the Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation, World Bank Group, PACER Plus Implementation Unit and the Pacific Community’s Safe Agricultural Trade Facilitation through Economic Integration in the Pacific (SAFE Pacific) project......PACNEWS 
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Court will deal with alleged corruption in Air Vanuatu: PM
PORT VILA, 17 JANUARY 2023 (VANUATU DAILY POST) --- Prime Minister Ishmael Kalsakau has publicly assured that any findings in relation to corruption within Air Vanuatu will be dealt with in court. 
Kalsakau said Air Vanuatu is a mess because it is a prolongation of the Air Vanuatu Board and the company being not able to pay to its debts. 
He said there is a need to address the allegations of mismanagement. 
“We will get to the bottom of the law. We will make sure that what needs to be done is done. The law is there for the consequences,” said PM Kalsakau. 
He made the comments at his arrival at the international airport during the weekend. 
Kalsakau thanked the Australian government for their generous assistance to assist in attempts to restore Air Vanuatu. 
He said the Australian aviation experts will make a rapid assessment and will submit their report and findings to the shareholders. 
A team from Australia is currently in the country to make a rapid assessment on Air Vanuatu’s operations. This follows the request of the office of the Prime Minister to the Australian government, through the Australian High Commission in Port Vila. 
Meanwhile, the seven-day ultimatum given by Air Vanuatu to former chairman of the Board of Directors, Sam Firi and former Chief Executive Officer, Atu Finau lapsed Monday. 
Sources from the Board said up until Monday, there was no sign of any repayment of the outstanding debts by the duo. The source said if there is still no payment today, the board will take other steps to sue them in court. 
Altogether, Firi and Finau owe the airline over VT8 million (US$68,651) …. PACNEWS
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UNESCO: Killings of journalists up 50 percent in 2022, half targeted off duty
PARIS, 17 JANUARY 2023 (UNESCO) --- Eighty-six journalists and media workers were killed around the world in 2022 – one every four days, according to UNESCO data, highlighting the grave risks and vulnerabilities that journalists continue to face in the course of their work. 
“After several years of consecutive declines, the steep rise in the number of journalists killed in 2022 is alarming. Authorities must step up their efforts to stop these crimes and ensure their perpetrators are punished, because indifference is a major factor in this climate of violence,” said Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO’s Director-General. 
The spike in killings in 2022 marks a dramatic reversal of the positive trend seen in recent years: from 99 killings in 2018, the number had dropped to an average of 58 killings per year from 2019-2021, according to the UNESCO Observatory of Killed Journalists. These numbers are a reminder of the growing fissures in rule of law systems worldwide and highlight states’ failure to fulfill their obligations to protect journalists and prevent and prosecute crimes against them. 
While every region was affected, Latin America and the Caribbean was the deadliest for journalists in 2022 with 44 killings, over half of all of those killed worldwide. Asia and the Pacific registered 16 killings, while 11 were killed in Eastern Europe.  The deadliest individual countries were Mexico (19 killings), Ukraine (10) and Haiti (9). 
Half of journalists killed off duty 
Around half of the journalists killed were off duty at the time they were targeted – while traveling, in their homes, or in parking lots and other public places where they were not on assignment. This marks a continuation of a trend in recent years and implies that there are no safe spaces for journalists, even in their spare time. 
While the number of journalists killed in countries in conflict rose to 23 in 2022, compared with 20 the previous year, the global increase was primarily driven by killings in non-conflict countries. This number almost doubled from 35 cases in 2021 to 61 in 2022, representing three quarters of all killings last year. 
These journalists were killed for a variety of reasons, including reprisals for reporting on organised crime, armed conflict or the rise of extremism, and covering sensitive subjects such as corruption, environmental crimes, abuse of power, and protests. 
Impunity remains stubbornly high 
While there has been some progress in the last five years, the rate of impunity for journalist killings remains shockingly high at 86 percent, creating a chilling effect for the work of journalists and risking freedom of expression worldwide. This proves that combating impunity remains a pressing commitment on which international co-operation must be further mobilised. 
In addition to killings, journalists continue to be threatened with multiple forms of violence ranging from enforced disappearance, kidnapping and arbitrary detention, legal harassment, and digital violence, particularly against women journalists. 
UNESCO’s World Trends in Freedom of Expression Report 2021/2022 highlights these challenges, pointing to the weaponization of defamation laws, cyber laws, and anti “fake news” legislation, which is sometimes applied as a means of limiting freedom of speech, all of which create a toxic environment for journalists to operate in. 
More about UNESCO’s action to protect journalists 
UNESCO is the United Nations agency with a mandate to ensure freedom of expression and the safety of journalists around the world. It coordinates the UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity, which marked its 10th anniversary with a global conference in Vienna, Austria this year. 
The Organisation condemns and monitors judicial follow up to every journalist killing. It also trains journalists and judicial actors, works with governments to develop supportive policies and laws, and raises global awareness through events such as World Press Freedom Day (3 May) and the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists (2 November) held annually.... PACNEWS
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“Micro-qualifications will help us in our efforts” – New regional qualifications strengthen the Pacific’s food systems
SUVA, 17 JANUARY 2023 (SPC) --- The first regional micro-qualifications focussing on community-based fisheries management (CBFM) tools and value chain analysis are being developed to give farmers, fishers, and trainers in these industries an accredited learning pathway. CBFM is premised on the understanding that each community is responsible for its respective marine environment, enabling communities to assume the lead role in managing fisheries and adjacent coastal areas.  
The CBFM and value chain analysis micro-qualifications add to the growing list of accredited short courses being developed with the guidance of the Pacific Community’s (SPC) Educational Quality and Assessment Programme (EQAP). This capacity-building work is led by the University of the South Pacific’s component of the Pacific-European Union Marine Partnership (PEUMP) Programme. SPC is also a key partner of the PEUMP programme and prioritises developing the capacity of key stakeholders in the sustainable management of marine resources and the environment. 
USP-PEUMP Professional Development Coordinator, Apenisa Tamani, explained that the micro-qualifications would be of immense benefit to farmers, fishers, and trainers in these industries because it would give them the necessary skill sets for their work, as well as a recognised qualification. A training and gap analysis research conducted by USP-PEUMP across the region’s fisheries industry identified the need for accredited learning opportunities in these areas. 
“Countries wanted a pathway to allow their trainers to be certified in the work they do,” said Tamani. 
EQAP’s qualifications specialist, Rajendra Prasad, facilitated the first training of the Industry Programmes Advisory Committee (IPAC) in August 2022. The committee was composed of representatives from the respective industry stakeholder groups and training providers. The IPAC is tasked with the responsibility of developing micro-qualifications that are relevant and current to the needs of the industry and meet the standards set out in the Pacific Quality Assurance Framework. 
“The concept of getting a short course developed and accredited as a micro-qualification is an exciting, value-adding and highly sought-after development in the higher education sector,” said Prasad. “There is a huge demand for it from industry organisations as it effectively responds to the skills needed, in a shorter span of time. For learners, the benefits are two-fold: through the micro-qualifications, participants acquire new skills, as well as get recognised awards that contribute to the enhancement of their qualifications.” 
Salote Waqairatu, an agri-business research scientist with the Pacific Agribusiness Research in Development Initiative (Phase 2), said this development for practitioners and trainers in the fisheries and agriculture industries would benefit the learners as well as raise industry standards. 
“It’s the first time for a micro-qualification in value chain analysis and I am excited to see how it will be implemented, particularly for the work that we do with farmer organisations,” she said. “I think this is going to be great for any farmer organisation to have the value chain analysis (skills). This is a forward step for any agriculture and fisheries industry”, Waqairatu explained. 
Laisiasa Cavakiqali, a tilapia fish farmer who is also a member of the IPAC, is hopeful the micro-qualifications will help farmers to boost their production. 
“We have been farming tilapia for more than 40 years, but we have not gone to the level that it should be on, and so we feel that these micro-qualifications will help us in our efforts”, he said. 
 Cavakiqali explained that about 80 per cent of the estimated 400 tilapia farmers in Fiji were dormant because of the challenges they found in assessing the market needs and understanding how to add value to their produce. He added that based on the IPAC’s initial discussions during the workshop on the specific skill sets the micro-qualifications should cover, he is convinced the short courses being developed will prove to be extremely useful for farmers who want to scale their businesses. 
The two micro-qualifications are at the developmental stage. Once complete, an industry stakeholder meeting will be convened to seek the formal endorsement of these micro-qualifications. Subsequently, the micro-qualifications will be accredited regionally by the Pacific Board for Educational Quality (PBEQ) and will be available for delivery by accredited training providers in the near future.... PACNEWS
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