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Churches grateful on anniversary of Tonga eruption
NUKU'ALOFA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (RNZ PACIFIC) --- Churches across Tonga have commemorated the victims and the struggles endured as a result of the eruption of the Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha'apai volcano on 15 January 2022. 
The eruption, the largest atmospheric explosion recorded during modern history, was estimated to be hundreds of times more powerful than the atomic bomb that destroyed Hiroshima. It generated a huge sonic boom that could be heard as far away as Alaska - more than 9000km away. 
Hundreds packed the Cathedral of St Mary in Nuku'alofa - one of the largest churches in Tonga - where sermons were delivered, commending Tongans for showing resilience over the last year. 
"All the different churches are commemorating," said Monsignor Vicar Lutoviko who overlooked the service at the cathedral. 
"We're coming together to thank God, and to encourage one another," he added. 
"Listening to the various people on the radio across this week, there's been a lot of conviction from people that 15 January was a miracle." 
A conviction that is shared by Lutoviko himself. The cathedral he oversees sits less than 100m away from Nuku'alofa's waterfront. Remarkably, the church suffered little damage, thanks in part to a reef system entrenching Nuku'alofa's bay area. 
"I was with parishioners cleaning up this place, preparing for the liturgy on Sunday … all of a sudden I heard the big bang. We took off right away because we knew there would be a tsunami … I took my family and went to higher ground. 
"I couldn't sleep that night because I wanted to know what happened to the cathedral because it [was] so close to the seafront. When I drove around to the seafront the next day … the seawater flooded the area of the cathedral, but there was none inside the cathedral … the only damage to the building was from the ashfall which ... covered it," Lutoviko said. 
Three people died as a result of the eruption, a remarkably low number of deaths considering the magnitude of the disaster. Thousands of Tongans were left homeless as a result, and livelihoods destroyed. 
"For myself, today marks history", said Kilistiana Moala, a member of the congregation. 
"Being alive today, I'm just glad to be still here." 
For many Tongans, the commemorations did not just pay tribute to Tonga's survival of the eruption. Less than a month afterwards, the Covid-19 pandemic reached Tonga, resulting in the deaths of at least a dozen people and leaving thousands ill. 
"It was a very tough year," Moala said. "I worked with Tonga's Geological Services, so we did a lot of work in the aftermath of the volcanic eruption. 
"After the volcanic eruption we had to work during lockdowns because of the Covid outbreak … it was really hard because we couldn't be with our families whenever we wanted." 
It's a sentiment shared by Tonga's Prime Minister Siaosi Sovaleni Hu'akavameiliku, who came into power just days before the eruption. Three months later he fell ill to Covid-19. 
"Thank the Lord that we are still here," Hu'akavemeiliku told RNZ Pacific. 
"Moving into a new year, hopefully things will continue to get better.".... PACNEWS
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The GCC will return following legislative amendments: Rabuka
SUVA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (FBC NEWS) --- The Great Council of Chiefs (GCC) is expected to convene sooner than the agreed 12-month window in the coalition government’s agreement. 
This has been confirmed by Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka. 
Rabuka did not confirm the date of the first meeting. 
“First of all, the assembling of the chiefs. At the moment, it may only involve an amendment to the Act where we bring back the Great Council of Chiefs and put it under existing legislation or an existing Act … which is the iTaukei Affairs Act. To include the provision for the establishment and function of the GCC.” 
Rabuka says they have started drafting the provisions to be brought into the House. 
He says the Minister for iTaukei Affairs, Ifereimi Vasu, will initially be the chair of the GCC as it has to be independent like it was before. 
The Prime Minister says they are also working on rebuilding the GCC complex.... PACNEWS
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Former Prime Minister will not press charges against alleged attacker
APIA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (SAMOA GLOBAL NEWS) --- Former Prime Minister and leader of the Human Rights Protection Party Tuilaepa Dr Sailele Malielegaoi has refused to press charges against a woman who allegedly attacked him outside the Mulinuu Courthouse on Friday morning. 
Samoa’s longest-serving Prime Minister (November 1988 – July 2021) had been attending the prayer service for the re-opening of the Courts on Friday morning. 
Witnesses say that as Tuilaepa was walking to his car to leave, a woman approached the opposition leader and allegedly attacked him as he was trying to get into his vehicle. 
“She held him by the neck and collared him,” said a staff member of MJCA. 
The woman, said to be a Samoan who lives overseas, was brought into custody by Police for questioning, Papalii confirmed. 
However, the Deputy Police Commissioner says it is unlikely the matter would be taken any further since the opposition leader has made it clear that he will not be pressing charges.... PACNEWS
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Fiji government recalling all ambassadors and global staff
SUVA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (RNZ PACIFIC) --- The Fijian coalition government says it will recall all personnel from its high commissions and embassies around the world and remove some while redeploying other diplomatic staff. 
Prime minister Sitiveni Rabuka on Thursday announced the new government wants to have ambassadors and high commissioners "who speak comfortably about the policies" of his administration. 
Rabuka, who is also the Foreign Affairs Minister, has made a raft of policy decisions to align with the three-party coalition's vision of a government that is more responsive to the needs of the people. 
Fiji maintains diplomatic relations with 178 countries. 
According to the foreign affairs ministry, Fiji's resident missions overseas include four high commissions, including one in Wellington, five embassies, and two permanent missions.... PACNEWS
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U.S – Palau Compact Review MOU promises double financial assistance
KOROR, 16 JANUARY 2023 (ISLAND TIMES) --- The United States and Palau signed the Compact of Free Association (COFA) Review Memorandum of Understanding, promising double the assistance offered to Palau in 2020 
Calling the earlier reported offer “unacceptable,” Whipps said that principles of partnership and resiliency had guided Palau’s team. 
“The relationship between Palau and the U.S should be a partnership – Palau offers strategic importance in terms of stability in the region and provides defense rights to the U.S. The Compact and its economic assistance provisions should be a mechanism for Palau to increase its resiliency from threats like the pandemic, climate change, and market disruptions,” said President Surangel Whipps Jr. in a statement issued yesterday. 
The Compact Review Agreement (CRA) MOU reaffirms the United States’ rights and obligations captured under the Compact of Free Association, including the right to “deny forces of other nations access” into Palau’s territorial space, both air and sea, an area “as large as the U.S State of Texas adjacent to the Philippines and Indonesia.”  
Palau, under the MOU, will “refrain from actions the U.S says would compromise security.” 
President Surangel Whipps Jr. said that the financial package agreed to under the Compact is not “assistance” but a mutually beneficial exchange between Palau and the United States. 
The Palau government insists that the Compact Review Agreement MOU is not the finalised CRA. However, the press release from the Office of the President states, “understanding reached today covers assistance over the next 20 years that is more than twice the 2020 package and assistance past 20 years.” 
The Compact Review Agreement and the accompanying financial package require the United States congress approval. The report said that “if a full agreement is reached and approved by the U.S Congress,” it will take effect this October 1st, 2023. 
The last Compact Review Agreement Package signed in 2009 by the Obama Administration was funded by the U.S Congress in 2018, eight years later.  That package was scheduled to take effect in FY 2010.... PACNEWS
PACNEWS BIZ
PAC - VISA: SAMOA GLOBAL NEWS
PACNEWS BIZ: Mon 16 Jan 2023
Australia’s Pacific Engagement Visa: Still Plenty of Detail to be Worked Out
APIA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (SAMOA GLOBAL NEWS) --- A new visa for Australia is to be introduced in July 2023 providing 3,000 places for eligible migrants from Pacific countries and Timor-Leste. 
The Pacific Engagement Visa (PEV) was announced in October 2022, as part of Australia’s Federal Budget, “to boost Pacific permanent migration to Australia and build a stronger Pacific family”. 
The 3,000 visas will be allocated on an annual basis and selected by a ballot process. Those selected from the ballot will be invited to apply for permanent residence. 
Applications for the ballot are to be lodged online with Australia’s Department of Home Affairs from July 2023, however, a lot more information is yet to be released before Pacific Island applicants can get too excited. 
The full details have not yet been released; however, Australia’s Minister for the Pacific Pat Conroy has already announced that visas will be allocated on a pro-rata basis. 
This means bigger countries would have a higher percentage of the 3,000 quota to be allocated to all Pacific Island countries including Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Vanuatu, and Solomon Islands – all with much larger populations than Samoa. 
Steven Howes of the DevPolicy observes “there is still plenty of detail yet to be worked out.” 
“The Australian government needs to be strategic and, therefore, selective in how it distributes these highly valuable visas”. 
According to the announcement, “Applicants will need to secure a written employment agreement in Australia and meet other migration requirements to be eligible for the visa”. 
The “other migration requirements” are to be announced prior to the process application launch in July 2023. 
“Applicants may include their partner and legally dependent children, as part of the total annual visa allocation”. 
This means the 3,000 visas include spouses and families of included in an applicant’s form. When the ballot is drawn, this does not mean 3,000 applications or numbers will be drawn. 
“The PEV will grow Australia’s Pacific and Timor-Leste diaspora and encourage greater cultural, business, and educational exchange,” reads the statement from Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs. 
The announcement assures the PEV is being designed in close consultations with partner governments and Pacific communities “to ensure the program meets the needs and priorities of a peaceful, prosperous, and resilient Pacific family.... PACNEWS
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No travel restrictions for China, Fiji government says
SUVA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (STUFF NZ) --- Fiji will not require travellers from China to be tested for Covid-19 amid a surge in cases – 150 in the past week, the government says. 
Fiji's Health Ministry said on Tuesday it had detected the XBB.1.5 variant since reopening its international borders in December 2021. 
The announcement also came a day after New Zealand revealed the Omicron subvariant had been found here late last week. 
On Monday, China dropped Covid border restrictions that had largely prevented its 1.4 billion residents from travelling for the past three years. 
New Zealand will not require travellers from China to be tested for Covid-19, the Government announced last week. 
Covid-19 Response Minister Ayesha Verrall said imposing entry restrictions on travellers from China were not “required or justified”. 
She said there was minimal public health risk to Kiwis. 
“We know that BF7 is the prevalent variant in China and that it hasn't caused significant outbreaks in other countries that, like New Zealand, have already been exposed to the BA5 variant. 
“So public health measures are not required to protect New Zealanders,” Verrall said. 
There were long queues outside immigration offices in Beijing this week as people renewed their passports when the travel restrictions were lifted. 
The XBB.1.5 or Kraken is from the Omicron XBB subvariant, a cross between two earlier strains: BA.2.75 and BA.2.10.1. 
The World Health Organisation said the subvariant had been detected in at least 31 countries. 
Fiji's medical superintendent Jemesa Tudravu said the variant had high transmissibility. 
“It is a known variant that has high transmissibility. We are monitoring variants and testing of other variants for the positive cases that may have come through,” Tudravu told local media. 
“But we are not going to impose any travel bans on China, just yet.” 
Fiji is pushing for tourism partnerships with China, and would boost marketing efforts with Beijing, Fijian Tourism Minister Bill Gavoka said. 
“Given the high level of the outbreak in China and the possibility of variant formation, we are ready to review some public health border measures.” 
Only fully vaccinated travellers will be allowed to enter Fiji, Gavoka said. 
There are no direct flights from China to Fiji, but Gavoka said tourists could arrive via New Zealand, Australia, Singapore, Hong Kong and Los Angeles. 
Fijian health authorities said they were ramping up their detection methods. 
“Any person who develops symptoms, and if they do test positive, we will do genomic sequencing now that we can do it locally,” a spokesperson said. 
“Fiji does not require proof of a negative test for now, as we are hoping border restrictions in other countries will offer a layer of protection. 
“We also know that other countries are demanding testing before they [Chinese travellers] arrive to their country,” the health spokesperson said. 
Fiji has had a total of 66,771 cases since the pandemic hit the country in March 2020 with 883 deaths reported.... PACNEWS
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Pacific predictions: a look ahead to 2023
By Tess Newton Cain 
SUVA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (DEVPOLICY.ORG) --- As the new year gets underway, there is much to anticipate in the Pacific islands region. Whether it is politics, economics, Pacific regionalism or the impacts of geostrategic competition, there is no shortage of fodder for discussion and analysis. 
Politics 
The political landscape of the region will be influenced to a large extent by the events of 2022. We saw changes of government in Australia, Nauru, Vanuatu and Fiji, whilst James Marape managed to secure a second term as prime minister in Papua New Guinea. 
For the first part of 2023, all eyes will be on Fiji as the coalition government led by Sitiveni Rabuka works to bed things down and dial back some of the drama that surrounded the aftermath of the elections. Fiji has had coalition governments before but not for quite some time. Keeping everyone focused and managing the many and varied expectations of the community at large will prove challenging. 
In the Federated States of Micronesia, national elections are scheduled to take place in March of 2023. Tuvalu is also expected to hold elections this year. Snap elections are not out of the question of course, with Vanuatu and Kiribati the most likely contenders in that category. In Solomon Islands, Manasseh Sogavare’s government pushed through legislation last year that extended the life of this parliament, meaning that their next elections will be held in 2024. 
Economics 
Continuing the recovery from the economic impacts of COVID-19 will be a focus in 2023 as it was last year. There will be challenges across the region. Tourism-focused economies may find that the reliable markets of Australia and New Zealand are less predictable if interest rates, and the cost of living continue to increase in those countries. 
The new government in Fiji has already flagged that the debt situation they have inherited is going to create some significant challenges. Deputy PM and Finance Minister, Biman Prasad, will have his work cut out for him. Meanwhile, in PNG, the ongoing issues related to restrictions on foreign exchange have already made themselves felt in the new year. In Solomon Islands, the Sogavare government is hitching significant economic expectations to the Pacific Games that will be held at the end of this year. The government expects the Games to be the largest single employer in the country by the end of the second quarter of this year. 
Whilst labour mobility options will ease financial pressures at the household and community level, significant structural concerns remain and will be the focus of debate in the coming year. They include persistent abuses of workers in receiving countries, social impacts in sending countries, and concerns about a brain drain from the region. Also in this sphere, 2023 is the first year of the rollout of Australia’s Pacific Engagement Visa which is an important development in migration. 
Regionalism 
When it comes to Pacific regionalism, there are some tensions at play that have the potential to cause significant disruption. This comes at a time where the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) is working to establish the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent as the blueprint for regional cooperation and the framework for future engagement with external partners. 
The fallout from the ‘Micronesian Five’ stoush of 2021 continues. Kiribati remains outside of the PIF, having formalised its exit in mid-2022. In addition, the compromise achieved in Suva in June 2022 means that the tenure of Henry Puna as Secretary-General of the Forum will end in 2024. Therefore, the work to establish his successor, and ensure the transition is much smoother than the last, will need to begin in earnest this year. 
The forthcoming transfer of chair of the PIF from Fiji to Cook Islands coincides with an increased focus on deep sea mining. With the International Seabed Authority expected to formalise regulatory requirements in relation to deep sea mining during 2023, the potential for this to cause rifts within the region is significantly elevated. 
Geopolitics 
Geostrategic competition in the region will continue to be a preoccupation for many, including the international media and commentariat. 
There is likely to be more of what we saw last year, with established partners and those who are newer to the region continuing a high tempo program of engagement, by way of visits, announcements and initiatives. We will see increased diplomatic presence in the region, from the U.S as well as others. The newly created ‘Partners in the Blue Pacific’ is expected to convene its first meeting later this month. 
Questions will remain as to how well aligned these initiatives are to Pacific aspirations and priorities, and the extent to which they are informed and guided by local expertise and Pacific ways of thinking and being. 
During this year and into the future there will be an increased focus on the increasingly close intersection between geopolitics and environmental concerns, including those relating to climate change. This will play out in a number of areas, including the insistence of Marshall Islands on addressing the ongoing impacts of the nuclear legacy within the context of negotiating a renewal of the Compact of Free Association funding with the USA, and the concerns of the PIF about Japan’s plan to discharge waste water containing nuclear contamination into the Pacific Ocean. 
The coming year promises to be one filled with interest in our region. As always, there will be much to learn as things unfold.... PACNEWS 
Dr Tess Newton Cain is the Project Lead for the Pacific Hub at the Griffith Asia Institute and has been an associate of the Development Policy Centre since 2012.
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Water quality assessments on Malekula and Pentecost
PORT VILA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (SPREP) --- Water quality assessments have recently been completed in Malekula and Pentecost to improve understanding of the availability of safe and clean water systems for communities. 
“It is important to carry out regular water assessments to make sure water systems are up-to-date and people have access to safe and clean water,” says Annie Samuels, Project Manager for Vanuatu company, Hexagon Water Specialists. 
Hexagon Water Specialists has conducted water assessments in western Malekula at Wintua, Limbenwen, Lorlow and Tenmaru; and in northwest Pentecost at Laone village as part of the By-catch and Integrated Ecosystem Management (BIEM) Initiative. 
The BIEM Initiative is implemented by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) through the Pacific-European Union Marine Partnership (PEUMP) Programme funded by the European Union and the Government of Sweden. In Vanuatu, this work is led by the Government of Vanuatu and non-government organisations, coordinated by a national steering committee, which is chaired by the Department of Environment and Conservation. 
The community water assessments are a key component of the BIEM Initiative and will support an integrated catchment management approach to ensure community health and sustainable community livelihoods. 
“A lot of communities around Vanuatu still face difficulty accessing clean water. The role of these assessments is to understand existing community practices to support traditional use and co-management of natural resources,” says Samuels. 
“We work with women, men and youth in the communities, and with government agencies as partners to integrate management plans that identify realistic activities to support our communities’ ability to adapt to climate change and contribute to Vanuatu’s water priorities.” 
The four sites on Malekula use gravity-fed water systems. The water source is located high in the hills and uses gravity to transport water from the main tank down through the network of pipes to the communities. Wintua, Lorlow and Tenmaru have old water systems that are in poor condition and need to be upgraded. Limbenwen and Wiawi village have good functioning systems that need upgrades and maintenance. General issues that were identified through the assessments were the high number of leaky pipes, and storage tanks that are not built to standard. 
“The gravity-water fed systems were built right after Vanuatu’s independence, so the systems are over thirty-years old. These pipes are no longer sold in shops and have not been maintained. Our tests show that there are high levels of contamination in the ground water sources compared to water tanks due to the lack of proper maintenance,” she continued. 
Laone village in northwest Pentecost relies solely on rainwater harvest systems to collect rainwater, which is stored in water tanks. Due to inadequate storage capacity, Laone currently has insufficient water supply to meet daily needs of the communities. In addition, the houses that are collecting water do not meet the requirements for maintaining safe and clean water and preventing contamination. 
“An old bore hole has been located but is only seven metres deep and is brackish (salty) making it unsuitable for use and community consumption. Increasing water storage and accessibility is the number one priority for this growing community,” said Samuels. 
“All five sites assessed need major improvements on sanitation and need to move away from using open pit latrines (bush toilets) to ventilated latrines (flush toilets).” 
“The three main components of these water assessments are water quality, associated risks, and community accessibility. The communities need more educational support, and a management plan to ensure they can maintain their systems and always have access to clean water,” she concluded.    
These assessments are in line with the Vanuatu National Water Policy Guidelines (2017-2030) to achieve Vanuatu’s sustainable development goal to ensure safe drinking water for all and protect community water sources, reduce communicable diseases, build community natural resource management capacity, and strengthen physical planning to meet the need of a growing population. 
Kalo Pako, SPREP’s BIEM Initiative In-Country Coordinator in Vanuatu said, “I am happy that SPREP can support the people in these communities through these water assessments. Access to clean and safe water is a human need and right.” 
“Identifying these issues is an opportunity for the BIEM Initiative to work with stakeholders to improve people’s access to clean water whilst protecting the environment.” .... PACNEWS
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Malekula's Marine Turtle Community Conservation
PORT VILA, 16 JANUARY 2023 (SPREP) --- “We have to do everything we can to save Vanuatu’s sea turtles,” says Noel Kaibaba of Bamboo Bay, Malekula. “Baby turtles are being hit hard by climate change, wild dogs, fishing nets and even people still eating their eggs.” 
Noel is a Ni-Vanuatu turtle champion who started working to protect marine turtles in 2005. Since then, he has tagged over 100 turtles and protected the nests of more than 500,000 baby hatchling green, hawksbill and leatherback turtles. Noel’s village at Bamboo Bay is home to one of Vanuatu’s most important marine turtle nesting sites, with both black and white sand beaches free from major development activities that threaten them.  
“This season was one of the best we have ever had. So far, I have marked almost 200 nests just on this one beach, and we have eleven beaches in our area of South-West Malekula.” 
The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) is leading the By-catch and Integrated Ecosystem Management (BIEM) Initiative of the Pacific-European Union Marine Partnership (PEUMP) programme funded by the European Union and the Government of Sweden. Several partners, including the Vanuatu Fisheries Department, the Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation, the Oceans Office and Wan Smolbag are working together with SPREP to support community monitoring and protection of Vanuatu’s endangered species.  
One of the key BIEM project activities is to support two marine turtle nesting sites on Malekula, Vanuatu’s second largest island, by developing and implementing community turtle management plans. 
Marine turtles play a significant role in the customs and traditions of Pacific Island communities, featuring in many stories, songs, and traditions. In Vanuatu, the unique and complex tradition of sand drawings are used to communicate and illustrate traditional ecological knowledge and practices. Kastom sea turtle sand drawings are an important part of South-West Malekula cultures and are featured in the management plans. 
Turtles are also important for maintaining healthy seagrass beds and coral reefs, providing key habitat for other marine life, helping to balance marine food webs, and facilitating nutrient cycling from water to land. As highly migratory animals, turtles in Vanuatu can travel thousands of miles across the Pacific to breed, nest and feed over their average lifespan of 50-100 years.  
Sadly, marine turtles are globally at risk of extinction, including all five species found in Vanuatu: the leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), the hawksbill: (Eretmochelys imbricata), the loggerhead (Caretta caretta), the green (Chelonia mydas), and the olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) turtles. 
Further up the western coast of Malekula, Childson Nihapi of Wiawi Village is busy entering his turtle nest data into a new online smart-phone data collection app.  
“Every year I used to send turtle nest data to Port Vila. Now as soon as the nest hatches, I count the eggs, and everyone around the world can automatically get access to this information via the app. Technology is helping us protect our turtles,” explains Childson. 
Wiawi has one of the oldest community conservation areas in Vanuatu with traditional custom rules protecting land and sea resources. Hawksbill turtles are critically endangered globally, and lay nests every year along the village’s undeveloped beaches. 
Childson and his father Golen Nihapi have been working to protect these endangered species for more than a decade. 
“We want to improve the way we work, so we are developing a sea turtle management plan which promotes the way we are protecting our environment with our custom and culture,” says Childson. 
“Our sea turtle management plan includes new activities like fixing up our turtle nest relocation site, putting cages over vulnerable nests so dogs don’t eat the eggs, and joining up with other villages in Malekula in a network.” 
Since November 2021, chiefs, community leaders, turtle champions, and youth in Bamboo Bay and Wiawi have been working with environmental experts to develop their communities’ management plans. 
Together, they want to increase the effectiveness and expand the conservation outcomes of the decade long work of the two communities. 
Their management plans confirm the local ownership and resource management systems, and indicate how government agencies, nongovernment organisations, and external experts will provide support to the two communities to protect their coastal areas, where needed.  
The integrated ecosystem management plans are also gender and human rights sensitive and consider how the two communities can support sustainable livelihoods and reduce poverty. 
In partnership with the local Area Council of the Malekula Provincial Government, a major environmental meeting with representatives from all villages along the coast of western Malekula is being planned for when Vanuatu’s current travel restrictions are lifted and inter-island travel resumes. The Bamboo Bay and Wiawi villages’ community turtle management plans will be formally launched then.  
There are also plans for a major marine turtle kastom festival. Visitors will be able to patrol the beaches with local guides to witness the incredible crawl by female turtles to their nesting sites and watch as they lay their eggs in their beach nests. Malekula’s sand drawing ‘living’ heritage will also feature to interpret the marine turtles’ cultural significance. 
“We have been working hard as volunteers for so many years, and protected hundreds of turtles and thousands of nests. We want everyone to know that turtles are in danger and that it will take everyone working together to protect these animals for future generations,” concludes Golen. 
Funded by the European Union and the Government of Sweden, the €45 million PEUMP programme promotes sustainable management and sound ocean governance for food security and economic growth, while addressing climate change resilience and conservation of marine biodiversity. It follows a comprehensive approach, integrating issues related to oceanic fisheries, coastal fisheries, community development, marine conservation, and capacity building under one single regional action... PACNEWS
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