2018 International Disability Day – 3rd December 2018

“Empowering persons with disabilities and ensuring inclusiveness and equality”

It is important to empower persons with disabilities during times of disasters and humanitarian crisis in the Pacific. With a population of just over a million persons with disabilities in 18 Pacific Island Countries and Territories, it is crucial to promote inclusiveness and equality of persons with disabilities so their voices are heard and barriers to inclusion are minimized. Empowering persons with disabilities in the different phases of disaster risk management will develop their capacities to become agents of change and they can be contributing citizens of our beautiful Pacific. 

Disability in the Pacific 
According to UNESCAP, an estimated 17% of people in the Pacific have some form of disability. The Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) estimated a total of 10,048,943 people lives in the Pacific as of 2013. Hence, these figures indicated that there are an estimated 1.708 million persons with disabilities in the Pacific.


Disability and Disasters 

Disasters and humanitarian crises affect people differently. People with disabilities are disproportionately affected by emergencies due to a range of factors:
· Persons with disabilities and their families are poor, with no sustainable source of income and livelihood, no asset accumulated, and are hard to recover from disaster
· Persons with disabilities access to goods and services are limited due to lack of accessibility
· Humanitarian services during the different phases of disaster are not accessible to persons with disabilities 
· Lack of access to information and lack of accessible communication
· Disability specific needs of persons with disabilities are not part of humanitarian response (Assistive Devices, Medical Consumables, Medication, etc.)



Below are some of the issues faced by persons with disabilities in the different aspect of their lives in an emergency situation which highlights the need to empower persons with disabilities and ensure inclusiveness and equality in the humanitarian sector:
Food Security
· Lack of capacity for persons with disabilities to ensure that their food source are resilient to the impact of disasters
· Lack of accessibility at food and seedlings distribution points contributes to  persons with disabilities lack of access to food security in humanitarian situations 
· Lack of accessibility around food source due to debris from the disaster which affects persons with disabilities turnaround time to mobilise and recover loss and damages to their food source

Health

· Lack of access to health facilities for persons with disabilities limits their access to health services
· Lack of capacity and awareness for persons with disabilities to effectively respond to disease outbreaks after a disaster makes them vulnerable to the these disease outbreaks
· Lack of accessibility in transportation, information and communication for persons with disabilities contribute to their lack of access to health services

Livelihood
· Lack of resources for persons with disabilities to recover livelihood tools makes it hard for them to recover and rebuild damages to their livelihood sources
· Lack of capacity of persons with disabilities to ensure that their livelihood source are resilient to impacts of disaster
· Lack of accessibility and empowerment of persons with disabilities to access sustainable livelihood source weakens their ability to recover from the impact of disaster

Education
· Lack of accessibility for persons with disabilities to have access to quality inclusive education
· Lack of inclusion and effective participation of persons with disabilities in community based disaster risk reduction and preparedness education activities limits their capacity to effectively participate on an equal basis with others
· Lack of knowledge for persons with disabilities to resiliently prepare and effectively respond to the impact of disaster

WASH
· Persons with disabilities lacks access to clean drinking water facilities makes them vulnerable to other health issues like diarrhea, typhoid, etc. 
· Lack of accessibility and availability of hygiene and sanitation facilities for persons with disabilities and their families during response and recovery phases of disaster exposes them to risk of deteriorating health problems and makes them vulnerable to other disease outbreaks associated with disasters.
· Lack of capacity of persons with disabilities and their families to ensure that their water, sanitation and hygiene facilities are resilient to the impact of disasters

Shelter
· Lack of accessibility to and inclusiveness within evacuation centers contributes to persons with disabilities being reluctant to go to evacuation centers
· Temporary shelters response measures does not consider the provision of WASH facilities which is a critical component of a person with disability’s life.
· Lack of resources and economic empowerment, and the poverty status of persons with disabilities makes it hard for them to rebuild their homes and also to ensure that their homes are structurally strong and resilient to the impact of disasters. 


How to empower persons with disabilities 

The term ‘Access to’ for persons with disabilities means that it is:

Available – The services are available to persons with disabilities 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Accessible – Persons with disabilities can access these services. (It is important to ensure that people understands the term Accessibility as articulated in Article 9 of the CRPD.)
Affordable – Services if charged are offered at a reasonable and affordable price
Quality – Persons with disabilities are enjoying the service on an equal basis with others

 · Hear and acknowledge the voice and stories of persons with disabilities
· Work with disabled peoples’ organisations to ensure disability inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations (Nothing About Us, Without Us)
· Ensure that persons with disabilities, their issues, the barriers and their experiences are identified.
· Ensure that disability disaggregated data are collected and analysed
· Empower and build the capacity of DPOs to strengthen their capacity in representing the voices of persons with disabilities (Twin track approach)
· Understand the term “Access to” for persons with disabilities:
Available + Accessible + Affordable + Quality




